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Purpose 

This handbook is intended to be a district-wide framework or guide for the implementation of 

Multi-Tiered System of Supports.  The resource is a óliving documentô and will be revised and 

improved upon as we learn more as professionals. 

 

This document was developed by collaborating with several stakeholders knowledge base during the 

spring of 2015.  District leadership also provided feedback  and input throughout the development of 

this handbook.  The intent for the handbook will be revised when new knowledge is provided.  

 

Resources 

Amplify 

Colorado Department of Education 

Florida Center for Reading 

 

Vision 

Foundation 4 Success 

Education 4 Life 

Citizens 4 the Future 

 

Mission 

The Weld RE-4 School District mission is dedicated to empowering students to accomplish their 

aspirations in a safe environment through excellence in teaching and comprehensive learning 

opportunities. 
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 What is Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS)? �¬�¬
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colorado Multi-Tiered System of Supports (CO-MTSS) is: éa prevention-based framework of 

team-driven, data-based problem solving for improving the outcomes of every student through 

family, school, and community partnering and a layered continuum of evidence-based practices 

applied at the classroom, school, district, region, and state level. 

 

The framework of MTSS is a ñway of doing businessò which utilizes high quality evidence-based 

instruction, intervention, and assessment practices to ensure that every student receives the 

appropriate level of support to be successful.  

 

A Multi-Tiered System of Supports helps schools and districts to organize resources through 

alignment of academic standards and behavioral expectations, implemented with fidelity and 

sustained over time, in order to accelerate the performance of every student to achieve and/or exceed 

proficiency. 
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Essential Components of MTSS 

 

The MTSS Essential Components are:  

Å Team-Driven Shared Leadership  

Å Data-Based Problem Solving and Decision Making  

Å Layered Continuum of Supports  

Å Evidence-Based Practices 

Å Family, School, and Community Partnering  

 

 

 

Team-Driven Shared Leadership 

Teaming structures and expectations distribute responsibility and shared decision-making across 

school, district, and community members (e.g. students, families, generalists, specialists, district 

administrators, etc.) to organize coordinated systems of training, coaching, resources, 

implementation, and evaluation for adult activities.  

 

Data-Based Problem Solving and Decision Making  

A consistent process is used by stakeholder teams and applied at multiple levels to analyze and 

evaluate relevant information to plan and implement strategies that support sustainable improved 

student and system outcomes. 

 

Layered Continuum of Supports  

Ensuring that every student receives equitable academic and behavioral support that is culturally 

responsive, matched to need, and developmentally appropriate, through layers that increase in 

intensity from universal (every student) to targeted (some students) to intensive (few students). 

 

Evidence-Based Practices  

Approaches to instruction, intervention, and assessment that have been proven effective through 

research indicating improved outcomes for students. 

 

�5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���V�W�D�W�H���F�R���X�V���P�W�V�V���P�W�V�V�H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V�G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V�M�X�Q�H����������

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 



 

 

Colorado Multi-Tiered System of Supports (CO-MTSS) 

Response to Intervention (RtI) 

and 

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS)  

Crosswalk 

 

Purpose: ��The purpose of this document is to provide educators (e.g., leadership teams, 

administrators, teachers, implementation support personnel) with information regarding the 

evolution and interrelatedness of Response to Intervention (RtI), Positive Behavioral Interventions 

and Supports (PBIS), and Colorado Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS). The content here 

reflects current thinking, distinctions between PBIS and RtI, and clarity around alignment of how the 

frameworks function under the MTSS umbrella in Colorado. As mutually supportive frameworks 

within an MTSS, RtI and PBIS are essential. This document describes elements of RtI (e.g., legislative 

expectations and effective practices), and PBIS that are embedded within MTSS.  

 

Format:�� This document has two sections. Section One provides information on the definitions, 

features, and components. Section Two provides information about the strategic concepts 

incorporated in the frameworks. Citations/publication dates are included to clarify adaptations that 

have been made over time.  

 

Color Coding:�� The boxes highlighted in yellow represent the historical foundation of RtI and PBIS. 

The column highlighted in light blue demonstrates how CO-MTSS integrates and builds upon PBIS 

and RtI to establish a larger system of supports. 
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